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Parish registers 1660-1754

Following the restoration of the monarchy, and the reinstatement of 
the Church’s episcopal structure, parish registers generally reverted 
to being kept in accordance with canon 70. Although existing 
registers continued to be used in many parishes, new registers  were 
begun in  others. Most registers of this period  were kept in the form 
of a single volume, oft en referred to  today as a ‘general register’ or 
‘composite register’. Canon 70 did not specify how the entries  were 
to be arranged, resulting in a variety of diff  er ent formats. In some 
parishes, baptisms, marriages and burials  were recorded in a single 
chronological sequence. A typical page from this type of register is 
shown in Figure 1. In other parishes the three types of entry  were kept 
separate,  either in diff  er ent sections, in columns on the same page, or 
on separate pages. Typical pages from the latter type of register are 
shown in Figures 2a, 2b and 2c.

Registers before 1754 are almost all in the form of parchment 
volumes, as required by canon 70, in a wide range of shapes and sizes. 
Parchment is made from stretched animal skin, and is considerably 
more durable than paper, although it is much more expensive. Vellum 
is a fi ner quality of parchment made from the skin of young animals. 
Th e surface of parchment was oft en greasy, in which case it had to 
be prepared before use, by sanding with pumice or treating with a 
powder known as ‘pounce’. Although the register was supposed to be 
written up  every Sunday, the practice developed in many parishes of 
writing it up retrospectively at intervals, and sometimes on an annual 
basis, or even less frequently, as can be observed in long sequences 
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Figure 1: A page from an early 18th  century parish register with baptisms, 
marriages and burials recorded in a single 

chronological sequence.

(Register of Baptisms 1700-1801, Marriages 1700-1757 and Burials 1700-1800. 
Parish Rec ords of Fulford, 1607-2008. Borthwick Institute for Archives, University 

of York, GB 193, PR/FUL/2.)
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