
SAMPLE

George Cruikshank’s Life, 
Times, and Art

© 2024 The Lutterworth Press



SAMPLE

George Cruikshank, “Th e Triumph of Cupid, A Reverie,” frontispiece to 
George Cruikshank’s Table- Book,  etching, 1845.

© 2024 The Lutterworth Press



SAMPLE

George Cruikshank’s Life, 
Times, and Art

Robert L. Patten

Volume I: 1792-1835

Th e Lutterworth Press

© 2024 The Lutterworth Press



SAMPLE

Publication of this book has been supported, in part, by a grant from 
the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation

Th e Lutterworth Press
P.O. Box 60
Cambridge
CB1 2NT

United Kingdom
www.lutterworth.com.

publishing@lutterworth.com

Hardback ISBN: 978 0 7188 2872 1

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A record is available from the British Library

First printed in cloth and paperback in the United States of Amer i ca by
Rutgers University Press, 1992.

First published in the United Kingdom and British Commonwealth by
Th e Lutterworth Press, 1992.

Th is edition published by Th e Lutterworth Press, 2025

Copyright © Robert L. Patten, 1992, 2025

All rights reserved. No part of this edition may be reproduced,
stored electronically or in any retrieval system, or transmitted

in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without

prior written permission from the Publisher
(permissions@lutterworth.co).

© 2024 The Lutterworth Press



SAMPLE

For Dudley, Phil, and Jerry

© 2024 The Lutterworth Press



SAMPLE

© 2024 The Lutterworth Press



SAMPLE

Contents

Illustrations ix

Preface: To the Reader xv

Acknowl edgments xix

Chronology xxv

Prologue xxxv

Phase 1: “Cradled in Caricature,” 1792-1820 1

 1. What’s in a Name? 3

 2. All My Relatives  Were Scots 12

 3. A Naughty Boy 20

 4. A Picture of Life 33

 5. What Can You Do, If Your Pelvis is Wrong? 44

 6. George Cruikshank Invenit 69

 7. Too Much Fun of Too Many  Th ings 93

 8. Th e Pursuit and Torment of “ Little Boney” 113

 9. “Twit, Twittle, Twit”: Th e Trails of William Hone 127

 10. Th e Most Impor tant Design I Ever Made 150

 11. Th e Dandy of Sixty 161

© 2024 The Lutterworth Press



SAMPLE

viii George Cruikshank’s Life, Times, and Art

 12. A Very Tar in Art 202

Phase 2: “Th e Finest  Th ings, Next to Rembrandt’s” 
1820-1835 225

 13. Late Hours, Blue Ruin, and Dollies 227

 14. Epigrams of Design 241

 15. A Th rough-Bred Artist 253

 16. A Sketching Dante 280

 17. To Work —  “With a  Will” 303

 18. A Work Begun in Sadness 318

 19. Indestrucible as Punch 336

 20. Th umbnail Designs 356

 21. An “Average-European” Style 373

 22. Drawing in  Albums 390

 23. Prince of Humorous Designers 412

 24. Th e Arch and Able Pencil 430

  Genealogies 447

  Concerning Transcriptions and References 450

Notes 455

General Index 541

Index of Cruikshank’s Works 557

© 2024 The Lutterworth Press



SAMPLE

Illustrations

Frontispiece. George Cruikshank, “Th e Triumph of Cupid, 
A Reverie,” frontispiece to George Cruikshank’s 
Table- Book, 1845 ii

 1. George Cruikshank, “A journeyman printer’s 
description of the art of Etching on Copper,” 4 May 1859 xlii

 2. George Cruikshank, “Outside the  House in 
Dorset Square,” A Handbook for Posterity, 1896 22

 3. George Cruikshank, “Th e Accident which then 
Occurred,” A Handbook for Posterity, 1896 25

 4. George Cruikshank, “Cruikshank and his  Father,” 
c. 1840 34

 5. James Gillray, Doublûres of Characters;– or— striking 
Resemblances in Phisiognomy, 1 Nov. 1798 48

 6. George Cruikshank,  Little Boney Gone to Pot, 
12 May 1814 50

 7. George Cruikshank, Incon ve niences of a Crowded 
Drawing Room, 6 May 1818 53

 8. George Cruikshank, Whitlock the second or another 
tarnish of British Valor, 29 Sept. 1808 63

 9. Isaac and George Cruikshank, French Generals 
receiving an  English Charge, 28 Apr. 1809 67

 10. James Gillray, Th e King of Brobdingnag, and Gulliver, 
26 June 1803 72

© 2024 The Lutterworth Press



SAMPLE

x George Cruikshank’s Life, Times, and Art

 11. Th omas Rowlandson, Th e Two Kings of Terror, Nov. 1813 84

 12. Isaac Cruikshank, Buonaparte at Rome giving Audience 
in State, 12 Mar. 1797 88

 13. George Cruikshank, French Conscripts for the Years 
1820, 21, 22, 23, 24 & 25, Marching to join the  Grand 
Army, 18 Mar. 1813 91

 14. George Cruikshank, “Th e Studio,” A Handbook for 
Posterity, 1896 97

 15. George Cruikshank, State Miners, Jan. 1811 101

 16. George Cruikshank, detail of Interior View of the 
 House of God, 1 Nov. 1811issue of the Scourge 104

 17. George Cruikshank, Th e Prince of  Whales or the 
Fisherman at Anchor, 1 May 1812 issue of the Scourge 109

 18. George Cruikshank, Boney Hatching a Bulletin or 
Snug Winter Quarters!!! Dec. 1812 115

 19. George Cruikshank, Snuffi  ng Out Boney! 1 May 1814 118

 20. George Cruikshank, Boney’s meditations on the Island of 
St. Helena— or— Th e  Devil addressing the Sun, Aug. 1815 122

 21. George Cruikshank, “Hone on his Trial,” A Handbook 
for Posterity, 1896 139

 22. George Cruikshank and William Hone, Bank Restriction 
Note, Jan. 1819 156

 23. George Cruikshank, Massacre at St. Peter’s or “Britons 
strike Home”!!! 16 Aug. 1819 165

 24. George Cruikshank, A  Free Born En glishman! Dec.? 1819 167

 25. George Cruikshank, Poor Bull & his Burden—or the 
 Political Murraion— !!!—  15 Dec. 1819 168

 26. George Cruikshank, “Th e Pen and the Sword,” 
Th e  Political  House Th at Jack Built, Dec. 1819 171

 27. George Cruikshank, “Th e  House that Jack Built,” 
Th e  Political  House Th at Jack Built, Dec. 1819 172

© 2024 The Lutterworth Press



SAMPLE

Illustrations xi

 28. George Cruikshank, “Th e Man,” Th e  Political  House 
Th at Jack Built, Dec. 1819 176

 29. Unknown artist, illustrated title page of Th e Real or 
Constitutional  House Th at Jack Built, 1819 179

 30. Unknown artist, “Th e  House that Jack Built,” Th e Real or 
Constitutional  House Th at Jack Built, 1819 180

 31. George Cruikshank, “Ah! sure such a pair was never 
seen so justly form’d to meet by nature,” 23 June 1820 184

 32. George Cruikshank, “Qualifi cation,” Th e Queen’s 
Matrimonial Ladder, 1820 194

 33. George Cruikshank, cardboard toy, Th e Queen’s 
Matrimonial Ladder, 1820 196

 34. George Cruikshank,Th e Radical Ladder, Oct. 1820 197

 35. George Cruikshank, “Th e Magnifi cent Pyramid,” 
A Slap at Slop and the Bridge- Street Gang, 
Aug. 1821 199

 36. George Cruikshank, “Tit for Tat, or Th e Offi  cer & 
his Irish Servant,” Th e Humourist, 1820 207

 37. [Frederick Marryat and] George Cruikshank, 
Th e New Union- Club, 19 July 1819 214

 38. Frederick Marryat, “Mr. B. mastheaded—or, enjoying 
the fresh air for the 304th time,” watercolor and pen 
drawing for plate IV of Th e Pro gress of a 
Midshipman, 1820 216

 39. George Cruikshank, “Mr. B. mastheaded—or, enjoying 
the fresh air for the 304th time,” plate IV of Th e Pro gress 
of a Midshipman, 1820 217

 40. Frederick Marryat, “Fitting out,” watercolor and pen 
drawing for plate I of Th e Pro gress of a Midshipman, 
1820 218

 41. George Cruikshank, “Fitting out,” plate I of Th e Pro gress 
of a Midshipman, 1820 219

© 2024 The Lutterworth Press



SAMPLE

xii George Cruikshank’s Life, Times, and Art

 42. George Cruikshank, “Finding  things not exactly 
what he expected,” plate II of Th e Pro gress of a 
Midshipman, 1820 222

 43. George Cruikshank, “View from the back of my  house in 
Amwell St.,” c. 1825 238

 44. George Cruikshank, Road past Cottage at Colney 
Hatch, c. 1828 239

 45. Robert and George Cruikshank, frontispiece to Life 
in London, 1821 245

 46. Robert and George Cruikshank, “Jerry in training for 
a ‘Swell,’ ” Life in London, 1821 248

 47. Robert and George Cruikshank, “Tom Getting the 
best of a Charley,” Life in London, 1821 249

 48. George Cruikshank, Backside & Front View of the 
Ladies Fancy-  Man, 20 July 1822 257

 49. George Cruikshank, “Th e Ballad Singer,” Points of 
Humour 1, 1823 267

 50. George Cruikshank, illustrated title page to German  
Popular Stories 1, 1823 273

 51. George Cruikshank, illustrated title page to German  
Popular Stories 2, 1826 274

 52. George Cruikshank, “Hans in luck,” German  Popular 
Stories 1, 1823 277

 53. George Cruikshank, “Th e Elves and the Shoemaker,” 
German  Popular Stories 1, 1823 278

 54. George Cruikshank, frontispiece to Peter Schlemihl, 
1824 290

 55. George Cruikshank, plate 2 to Peter Schlemihl, 1824 291

 56. George Cruikshank, fi rst proof of frontispiece to 
Hans of Iceland, 1825 299

 57. George Cruikshank, “Billy Culmer & the Goose,” 
Greenwich Hospital, 1826 304

© 2024 The Lutterworth Press



SAMPLE

Illustrations xiii

 58. George Cruikshank, illustration to “Jonas Tunks,” 
Mornings at Bow Street, 1824 309

 59. George Cruikshank, “Philoprogenitiveness,” 
Phrenological Illustrations, 1826 316

 60. George Cruikshank, illustrated title page to 
Illustrations of Time, 1 May 1827 320

 61. George Cruikshank, “Christmas Time,” Illustrations 
of Time, 1 May 1827 325

 62. George Cruikshank, “John Gilpin’s  ride,” Th e Diverting 
History of John Gilpin, 1828 333

 63. George Cruikshank, “Ignorance is bliss,” Scraps and 
Sketches 1, 20 May 1828 341

 64. George Cruikshank, centrai vignette of “Nobody made 
fun of,” Scraps and Sketches 3, 1 Feb. 1831 347

 65. George Cruikshank, “Punch and the  Devil,” Punch 
and Judy, 1828 352

 66. George Cruikshank, tailpiece to “Th e Native and the 
Odd Fish,” Th ree Courses and a Dessert, 1830 362

 67. George Cruikshank, “Witches Frolic,” Letters on 
Demonology and Witchcraft , 1830 364

 68. George Cruikshank, sketch for “Friday’s Footprint,” 
Robinson Crusoe, 1831 369

 69. George Cruikshank, “Th e Knackers Yard, or the  Horses 
last home!” frontispiece to Th e Voice of Humanity 1, 
part 4, 15 May 1831 379

 70. William Hogarth, frontispiece to vol. 1 of Th e Life and 
Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman, 1760 386

 71. George Cruikshank, “Eff ects of Trim’s eloquence,” 
Th e Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman, 
1832 387

 72. George Cruikshank, “Th e Pillars of a Gin Shop,” 
My Sketch Book, Aug. 1833 402

© 2024 The Lutterworth Press



SAMPLE

xiv George Cruikshank’s Life, Times, and Art

 73. George Cruikshank, “Recollections of Th e Court of 
Common Pleas,” My Sketch Book, 1 Apr. 1834 404

 74. George Cruikshank, “A Chapter of Noses,” My Sketch 
Book, 1 Aug. 1834 406

 75. George Cruikshank, ‘ “Miserable Sinners!” ’ Sunday in 
London, 1833 414

 76. George Cruikshank, “Th e Gin Juggarnath,” My Sketch 
Book, 1 Mar. 1835 420

 77. George Cruikshank, “Pit Boxes & Gallery,” My Sketch 
Book, 25 June 1836 421

 78. Daniel Maclise, “George Cruikshank,” Fraser’s 
Magazine, Aug. 1833 427

 79. H. Melville, “Th e Pass of Bally Brough,” Waverley, 
c. 1836 439

 80. George Cruikshank, “ ‘Eh, sirs!” ’ Waverley, c. 1836 440

 81. George Cruikshank, “ ‘Jeanie— I say, Jeanie,  woman,” ’ 
Th e Heart of Midlothian, c. 1836 443

© 2024 The Lutterworth Press




