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This book is dedicated to:
Royston Wood who was struck by a car while assisting a fellow motorist
in need on 17 March 1990. He died three weeks later without
regaining consciousness. Go in peace friend.

and to

John Royston Forrest-Blincoe, who was born on 12 October 1991.
Welcome son.

© 2024 The Lutterworth Press



© 2024 The Lutterworth Press



Contents

Acknowledgments
List of Illustrations
List of Tables
Introduction
1. Theories of Origin
2. The Contexts
3. Earliest References
4. Royal Court
5. Urban Streets
6. Church Property
7. Church Proscription and Prosecution
8. The Public Stage
9. Rural Locations
10.  Assemblies and the Country Dance Hall
11.  Private Premises
12. Endings

Appendix A: Methodological Issues: The Early Morris Database and Archive

Appendix B: Visitation Articles Banning Morris

© 2024 The Lutterworth Press

ix
xi
xiii

XV

28
47
57
92
140
186
215
259
293
325

351

363
376



viii The History of Morris Dancing, 1458-1750

Appendix C: Mr Issac's Morris 1716 386
Appendix D: Extant Churchwardens’ Accounts 392
Notes 395
Bibliography 405
Index 421

© 2024 The Lutterworth Press





