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Bernard Berenson, the pioneer connoisseur of Italian Art who 
lived at the Villa I Tatti outside Florence (now The Harvard 
Center for Italian Renaissance Studies) came to believe that 
the direct experience of nature was better than the first-hand 
experience of art. As I grow older I am inclined to agree. I would 
also add to his observation the intimacies of a happy family 
life with children. Thus, my principal words of appreciation 
are for my wife Carolyn, our two daughters Chloe and Phoebe, 
our sons-in-law David and Edward, and our grandchildren 
Bertie and Sophia. To be with them, to look at them and to 
enjoy their company are experiences so full of delights and 
surprises that, for me, they surpass those of the four paintings 
in this book. Carolyn has created from a neglected wilderness 
a wonderful garden which constantly opens my eyes to the 
beauties of nature. I wish to dedicate this book to them all and 
to Carolyn especially for without her constant loving kindness, 
understanding and support Slow Looking could not have been 
written.

Robert Cumming

June 2024
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